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When Your Enemy Presses in Hard
David Sproule

Jamie Owens-Collins penned some very meaningful hymn
lyrics—meaningful to worshipers of all ages. It is a favorite
song of many children, and the words ought to be a favorite of
every adult. The beginning of the third verse comes to mind
when reading about King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20.

Jehoshaphat was king of the southern kingdom of Judah
for 25 years (20:31), and he made some progress in bringing
“them back to the Lord God of their fathers” (19:4), from whom
they had often strayed. In chapter 20, the nations of Moab,
Ammon and others “came to battle against Jehoshaphat” in a
“great multitude” (20:1-2). From a human perspective, it did
not look good, and the king “was afraid” (20:3). So what did
Jehoshaphat do? He did what every one of us need to do
when things “don’t look good” for us!

He “set himself to seek the Lord” (20:3). Then, using his
influence, he “gathered” the people together “to ask help from
the Lord” and “to seek the Lord” (20:4). It was a full-court
press to the throne—not the king’s throne but THE KING’S
throne. With armies surrounding him, the lyrics to the third
verse of the hymn seemed to flood his soul. “When your ene-
my presses in hard, do not fear.” Why not? “The battle
belongs to the Lord.” Jehoshaphat knew that!




Jehoshaphat stood before the people in the house of the
Lord and he prayed. Jehoshaphat may have been afraid
of the enemy armies, but he had tremendous faith in his
God. Notice three things he knew about his God.

In the first part of the prayer, he said, “O Lord God of our
fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule
over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is
there not power and might, so that no one is able to with-
stand You?” (20:6). This verse speaks of God’s PRESENT
power, rule and activity in the lives of His people.

In the next part of the prayer, Jehoshaphat said, “Are You
not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land
before Your people Israel, and gave it to the
descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?” (20:7). This
verse speaks of God’s PAST power, rule and activity on
behalf of His people.

In the final part of the prayer, he said, “O our God, will
You not judge them?” (20:12). Notice this verse speaks of
God’'s FUTURE power, rule and activity for His people.

Yes! The battle belongs to the Lord! It belongs to the
Lord who has proven in the PAST that He will work in the
PRESENT to continue by our side into the FUTURE! Do
you trust Him enough to say, “We do not know what to do,
but our eyes are upon You” (20:12)? He will fight with you
and for you!




Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested
Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Nadine McDonald,
Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,
Lisa Dukes, Betty Mosely,
Teriyaki Anderson,
James Morris, Troyce Taylor,
Pearl Johnson, Paula Wadley,
Judy Ellis, Jerry Crabb,
Karen Chance
Gaylon & Betty Cooper,
Sammy & Shirley Puckett,
Jerry Butcher

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood,
Beverly Martindale,

Diane Hubbard, Kyle Bess
Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen
Kenton Lancaster, Archie Hardy,
Ruby Malone, Melissa Henson
Caraline Rogers, Justin Puckett,
Jane Washington, Joyce Pack

Today's Sermons

AM - Surround Us, Lord
Psalm 125:2

PM - What Is Right with the
Church - The Fellowship
Ephesians 5:26-27

Happenings
South Jackson

October 25-28
Gospel Meeting with
Bruce Hatcher

October 31
Ladies Retreat
Pinson Mounds

See bulletin board for
more information

Cards to Send
Archie Hardy
721 Cedarfield
Pinson, TN 38366
Shirley Puckett
144 Shadow Creek Lane
Medina, TN 38355

Weekly Record

Bible Class 41/17
AM Worship 75/ 41
PM Worship 41/11
Wed Bible Study 49/12
Contribution 3794
Budget 3600




Those Privileged to Serve

Sept 6 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture:
Van McConnell
Opening Prayer:

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Jeff Dove
Communion: Eddie Anderson
Contribution:

Louie Leroux

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:
Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Orr
Communion: Mike Wages

Sept 9 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:
Mike Wages
Devo - Marion Thomas

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18
Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721
Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com
(731) 437-9501

Sept 13 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture:
Jonathan Orr
Opening Prayer:

Jeff Dove
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Van McConnell
Communion: Greg Long
Contribution:
Carleton Kidder

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Opening Prayer:

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Paul Hatcher
Communion: Greg Long

Sept 16 - WED BIBLE STUDY
Lead Singing: Marion Thomas
Opening Prayer:

Greg Long
Devo - Ray Pack

Service Times

Gospel of Christ- WBBJ  5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship 5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study 6:30 PM




