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Are You Prepared for Life?
Josh Blackmer

There are few experiences that can make you feel helpless
like being subject to the forces of nature in an underpowered
boat. For modern boaters there are weather and tide advi-
sories that help caution people to the upcoming conditions.
Wouldn'’t it be nice if life was that way? “This is your crazy life
experiences advisory. You will not want to stay home and keep
the kids inside.” Life doesn’t come with many warnings. You
just need to be as prepared as possible. In the case of the
disciples, they were doing everything right as experienced
sailors. However, they were still caught out in a storm at the
mercy of the elements in the middle of the night
(Matt. 14:22-33).

Jesus sent the disciples ahead to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee after feeding the five thousand. He stayed to send
the people off and to pray. It is interesting that Jesus, knowing
of the events that were to unfold that night, sent them anyway.
There are some lessons that are best learned by experience.
Between the hours of 3 and 6 a.m. the disciples still had not
made it to the other shore. They were being “battered by the
waves for the wind was contrary” (Matt. 14:24). That’s when
the disciples saw Jesus coming to them walking on the water.
They thought He was a ghost. Random thought—do you think
Jesus was smiling knowing that as He got close to the boat the
disciples were going to be afraid? Smiling or stoic, He calmed
them down, assuring them of who He was (Matt. 14:27). Peter
said, “If that is You, bid me to come out on the water”




(Matt. 14:28). That is crazy! That is like saying “If it is You,
tell me to jump out this plane without a parachute.” The
conditions were such that he wouldn’t survive if it wasn’t
Jesus, and they were in great peril in the boat, much less
the water. So, Jesus says “Come” and “Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came toward Jesus”
(Matt. 14:29). He was doing it! “But seeing the wind, he be-
came frightened, and beginning to sink” (Matt. 14:30). He
did what the others wouldn’t do. The other disciples held
onto what they thought was safe. Even though the
evidence around them was contrary to that belief. Peter
went out to the one calm place. The One that was in
control. When Peter was distracted by the danger he
began to sink. He cried out the Lord for salvation, “Lord
save me!” (Matt. 14:30). Jesus was the only source for the
salvation that Peter saw, and he continues to be that for
us. “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was
lost” (Matt. 18:11).

Storms of life come up unexpectedly. Many people have
prepared a boat to get them through, but they haven’t
prepared it with Jesus. “When Jesus got in the boat, the
wind stopped” (Matt. 14:32). Is Jesus a part of your life?
Have you been paying too much attention to the waves?
Make a change.




Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested
Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Nadine McDonald,
Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,
Lisa Dukes, Betty Mosely,
Teriyaki Anderson,
James Morris, Troyce Taylor,
Pearl Johnson, Paula Wadley,
Judy Ellis, Jerry Crabb,
Karen Chance
Gaylon & Betty Cooper,
Sammy & Shirley Puckett

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood,
Beverly Martindale,

Diane Hubbard, Kyle Bess
Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen
Kenton Lancaster,

Ruby Malone, Melissa Henson
Caraline Rogers, Justin Puckett,
Jane Washington, Joyce Pack

Today's Sermons

AM - Big Picture Faith
Peter — Faith That Walks
Toward Jesus Despite Fear
Matthew 14:28-31

PM - What Is Right with the
Church - The Faith
Ephesians 5:26-27

Happenings
South Jackson
Today

Men's Business Meeting
following AM Service

August 30th
5th Sunday Fellowship Meal
following AM Service.
PM Worship will be at 1 PM
Cards to Send
Virginia Grimes
127 Outlook Ridge
Beech Bluff, TN 38313
Janet Tatlor
219 Parkburg Road
Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

Bible Class 47/4
AM Worship 73/11
PM Worship 57/8
Wed Bible Study 45/13
Contribution 5174
Budget 3600




Those Privileged to Serve

Aug 16 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture:
Costel Ghimpu
Opening Prayer:

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Paul Hatcher
Communion: Mike Wages
Contribution:

Louie LeRoux

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer:
Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Ronald Clouse
Communion: Paul Hatcher

Aug 19 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer:
Ray Pack
Devo - Jerry Butcher

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18
Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721
Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com
(731) 437-9501

Aug 23 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture:
Jeff Bliss
Opening Prayer:

Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Joe Venable
Communion: Paul Hatcher
Contribution:
Charlie Richardson

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer:

Joe Venable
Sermon: Singing Night
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Orr
Communion: Mike Wages

Aug 26 - WED BIBLE STUDY
Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Mike Wages
Devo - Marion Thomas

Service Times

Gospel of Christ- WBBJ  5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship 5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study 6:30 PM




