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The Heart of Mary
Dan Jenkins

Looking carefully into the heart of Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
can teach us so much about dealing with what God has said to 
us even when we do not understand it. She obviously knew the 
words from heaven’s messenger and believed them. Gabriel 
said, “You will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). She knew the words were 
true, she understood them to the best of her knowledge. These 
very words were in her unwritten “Bible”—the same words in our 
written Scriptures. How did she respond? “How can this be, since 
I do not know a man?”

Isn’t that what happens to us as we hear the messages from 
heaven when we read the Scripture? We know what is said, but 
we try to figure out what they mean and how they apply to our 
lives. Unbelievers may deny what is said and ignore God’s words. 
We are not like them. We know they are true but immediately 
seek to find the meaning of the words.

There was so much that was happening in Mary’s life. Did she 
fully understand the words of Elizabeth, the mother of John the 
Baptist? Was it possible that she might have known what the 
scribes knew about the city where Jesus was born? Is it possible 
she made that eighty-mile journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
having insight about how God was working in her life to fulfil His 
will? We do not know. We read the words and we know “the rest 
of the story.” She heard the words of God, but there was no way 
she could understand them as fully as we do.
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After the shepherds left her with the Child wrapped in 
swaddling clothes lying in that manger, the Bible says, “But 
Mary kept all these things…in her heart” (Luke 2:19). They 
had told her what they had seen in the field and heard the 
words from heaven that the child wrapped in swaddling 
clothes was the Messiah (Luke 2:11).  There had to be so 
many unanswered questions, but she kept every word she 
had heard in her heart.

The text says even more. “But Mary kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart.” One Greek scholar says 
this about the word “pondered.” “Placing together for 
comparison. Mary would go over each detail in the words of 
Gabriel and of the shepherds and compared the saying with 
the facts so far developed and brood over it all with a 
mother’s high hopes and joys.”

So, as you read the Bible and find difficult verses, do not 
ever forget them. Keep the words in your heart and ponder 
over them. Sometimes it may take a long time to sort things 
out, but never set them aside. Keep them, ponder over them 
and as you hunger and thirst you will be filled (Matt. 5:6).



Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested

Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,

Lisa Dukes,  Betty Mosely, 
Teriyaki Anderson, 

James Morris, Troyce Taylor,  
Pearl Johnson, Paula Wadley, 

Judy Ellis, Jerry Crabb, 
Karen Chance

Gaylon & Betty Cooper, 
Sammy & Shirley Puckett

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, 
Beverly Martindale,

Diane Hubbard, 
Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen

Kenton Lancaster, 
Ruby Malone, Melissa Henson

Caraline Rogers, Justin Puckett, 
Jane Washington, Joyce Pack

Today's Sermons

AM - Big Picture Faith
Mary — Faith That Accepts 

God’s Disruption
Luke 1:38

PM - What Is Right with the 
Church - The Foundation

Ephesians 5:26-27

Happenings

South Jackson

Today
Pounding Shower for Ian and 

Ana Shoemate following 
evening services.

Bring items that would stock a 
pantry.

August 16
Men's Business Meeting 

following AM Service

August 30th
5th Sunday Fellowship Meal 

following AM Service.
PM Worship will be at 1 PM

Cards to Send

Lisa Dukes
36 Brookfield Drive
Oakfield, TN 38362

Cindy Kidder
95 Sugar Creek Drive
Henderson, TN 38340

Weekly Record

Bible Class                          42/0
AM Worship                       80/10
PM Worship	                  46/14
Wed Bible Study                  46/1 
Contribution                        3539
Budget                                3600



Those Privileged to Serve

Aug 9 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 
Eddie Anderson
Opening Prayer: 

Jeff Dove
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Joe Venable 
Communion: Greg Long

Contribution:
Jeff Bliss

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Jerry Butcher
Communion: Paul Hatcher

Aug 12 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Marion Thomas
Opening Prayer: 

Paul Hatcher
Devo - Ron Clouse

Aug 16 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Costel Ghimpu

Opening Prayer: 
Joe Venable

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Joe Venable 

Communion: Mike Wages
Contribution:
Louie LeRoux

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer:

Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Ronald Clouse
Communion: Paul Hatcher

Aug 12 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Ray Pack
Devo - Jerry Butcher

Service Times
Gospel of Christ - WBBJ     5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class             9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship         10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship           5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study          6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


