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Some of the most powerful faith in Scripture is not 
found in moments of victory but in moments of 
failure.

David knew what it was to stand on the mountaintop 
with God and he knew what it was to fall flat on his 
face.

Psalm 51 is not written by a young shepherd 
defeating a giant.

Introductory Thoughts
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David teaches us that faith is not flawless living; 
faith is returning to God when you have failed Him.

David’s story reminds us that your failure is not the 
end of your faith unless you refuse to return.

Introductory Thoughts
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David does not hide, excuse, or minimize his sin.

He acknowledges that the problem is not just 
behavior — it is the heart.

True repentance begins with honesty before God.

Faith refuses to pretend; it brings sin into the 
light.

Faith Admits the Reality of Sin - Verse 10a 

4

David does not try to fix himself.

He asks God to create (a word used for God’s 
creative power in Genesis).

Only God can cleanse a guilty conscience and 
renew a broken spirit.

Faith returns because it knows only God can 
make the heart new.

Faith Asks God to Do What We Cannot Do - 
Verse 10
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David’s greatest fear is not punishment it is 
separation.

Sin creates distance, but repentance restores 
fellowship.

David longs for God more than he fears 
discipline.

Faith values God’s presence above everything 
else.

Faith Fears Distance from God More Than 
Consequences - Verse 11a
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Sin steals joy; repentance restores it.

David believes God can give back what sin has 
taken.

Restoration is not just forgiveness — it is 
renewed joy, purpose, and strength.

Faith believes God can rebuild what sin has 
broken.

Faith Trusts God to Restore Joy After 
Failure - Verse 12a
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David knows he cannot walk faithfully in his own 
strength.

He asks God to uphold him, sustain him, and 
keep him willing.

Returning to God is not a moment — it is a daily 
dependence.

Faith that returns becomes faith that relies.

Faith Depends on God for Daily Strength - 
Verse 12b

8

David failed but he returned.

He sinned but he repented.

He fell but he got back up and ran to God.

Psalm 51 shows us that failure is not final when 
faith returns to God.

Faith that returns after failure becomes faith that 
walks in restoration.

Closing Remarks
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