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Three Abiding Things

Dan Jenkins

There is a striking contrast the apostle Paul makes in the
thirteenth chapter of his first letter to Corinth. He speaks of
three temporary things and three things which will abide. The
church in Corinth was so enamored by the temporary gifts of
tongues, knowledge and prophecy that they had lost sight of
three things far more important.

It appears that many in the modern charismatic,
Pentecostal movement have elevated their view of these
same gifts, and they have failed to understand the message
Paul wrote to Corinth. While the modern “tongues” are
presented as being the same as those in the first century,
such is not the case. Acts chapter two clearly shows that
Bible tongues were languages which were spoken by people
in various lands of that day. This is not what is being done in
this movement.

The chapter opens with an affirmation that those
early Christians who actually had the gift of tongues had not
reached the highest level of spirituality. There was something
far greater than tongues. It was love. Paul taught that if love
was not present, the gift had the same impact as a clanging
cymbal. The same was true of the gifts of prophecy (inspired
preaching) and divine knowledge which was instantly
imparted. Without love, these gifts from heaven were
useless. The external display of “spirituality” is far different
from true spirituality.




Read his words carefully which show the contrast
between that which was temporarily part of God’s plan
and that which is permanently part of God’s plan. “Love
never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as
for tongues, they will cease, as for knowledge it will pass
away” (1 Cor. 13:8, ESV).

These qifts were part of the church when it was in
its infancy. Paul showed this when he stated, “When |
was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | gave up
childish ways” (1 Cor. 13:11). God had something far
greater than these gifts which were so necessary for the
church as it began and part of His plan until the church
reached maturity.

What was greater than these temporary things? Look
at the last verse. “And now abide faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.” These three
qualities of godliness are external and come from a deep
spiritual relationship with the Lord.

Think how this principle impacts us all. We are not
spiritual simply because we look like Christians on the
outside. So study His word and build your faith, and your
hope will deepen. “Above all these things put on love”
(Col. 3:14).
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Those Privileged to Serve

Dec 21 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture:
Jeff Bliss
Opening Prayer:

Eddie Anderson
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Colton Brown
Communion: Jeff Dove
Contribution:

Ronald Clouse

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Opening Prayer:

Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Joe Venable
Communion: Jeff Dove

Dec 24 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: John Smith
Opening Prayer:
Joe Venable
Devo - Mike Wages

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18
Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721
Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com
(731) 437-9501

Dec 28 - AM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture:
Jeff Dove
Opening Prayer:
Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Carleton Kidder
Communion: Eddie Anderson
Contribution:
Greg Long

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer:

Mike Wages
Sermon: Singing Night
Closing Prayer: Louie Leroux
Communion: Joe Venable

Dec 31 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer:
Paul Hatcher
Devo - Marion Thomas

Service Tim
Gospel of Christ- WBBJ  5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship 5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study 6:30 PM




