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The hymn “A Beautiful Life” by William M. Golden has 
endured for over a century because it captures a simple 
but profound truth: a beautiful life is a life of service.  

Galatians 6:10 calls us to “do good unto all men,” and the 
hymn walks us through what that looks like in daily 
practice.

This sermon explores five commitments that shape a 
Christlike life.

Introductory Thoughts
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A Beautiful Life Does Good Daily

Christianity is a daily walk - Luke 9:23.

Doing good means helping those in need - James 1:27.

Life is short—use it well - James 4:13–17.

Because our time is limited, our service must be 
intentional.
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A Beautiful Life Shines for God

We are God’s children - 1 John 3:1.

Our light must shine before others - Matthew 5:14–16.

Praise is part of our influence - Colossians 3:16.
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A Beautiful Life Is Kind and Pure

The only life that endures is one shaped by Christ - 
Matthew 6:25 - Galatians 2:20.

Kindness is a mark of Christlikeness - Ephesians 4:32 - 
Colossians 3:12.

A Christ-shaped life takes a stand for God - Romans 1:16 
– 2 Timothy 1:8.
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A Beautiful Life Helps the Hurting

Love your neighbor as yourself - Leviticus 19:18.

Life moves quickly—serve while you can - Psalm 90:9–10.

Helping the sick, poor, and weak is helping Christ - 
Matthew 25:31–46.
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A Beautiful Life Lifts the Burdens of Others

Lift the traveler’s load - James 2:14–18.

Turn darkness into light through love - 1 John 3:17–18.

Make “flowers bloom” by living honorably – 
 1 Peter 2:11–12.
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The hymn’s chorus reminds us that life’s evening sun is 
sinking low.  

We are all approaching the moment when we will “meet 
the deeds” we have done.

Let us live so that when the sun sets on our earthly 
journey, we will have walked a path filled with good 
works that glorify God.

Closing Remarks
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