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Thank God, I Have 
Another Opportunity

Dan Jenkins

The title of this article, “Thank God, I Have Another 
Opportunity,” comes from the heart of a new Christian I knew 
in New Zealand more than fifty years ago. Like almost 
every new Christian, she could not wait to tell her friends of 
the great treasure she had found in Christ. Like almost every 
joyful Christian, she told her friends over and over again. They 
seemingly were not interested in what she had to say.

Then, the church planned its gospel meeting, and she now 
had a new approach to use. Her words to me, “I am so 
thankful when we have a gospel meeting. It is the best week of 
the year because it gives me one more chance to invite 
others to learn about Jesus.” She never saw inviting others as 
an unpleasant “chore.” Instead, it was a time of joy to do all 
she could to teach others.

Somehow we have failed to understand the parable of 
the sower. This kingdom parable shows Christians as a sower 
who goes out into the world to spread the seed. That seed of 
the kingdom is the word of God (Luke 8:11). The responsibility 
of the sower is very simple. As he walks through the field, he 
simply spreads the seed. He does not go out to find only the 
good soil and then to spread the seed there. His task is to 
spread the seed everywhere.
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The seed when it is sown almost always does NOT 
produce an abundant harvest. Meditate on this parable. 
Sowers do not always produce fruit! The seed seems to be 
“wasted” on three out of the four kinds of soils. 
Somehow, we have overlooked this and think that our task 
is to baptize everyone. We were sent to teach, not to 
baptize (1 Cor. 1:17). It may seem strange, but He will 
not ask us, “Did you ever lead someone to Christ?” Think 
about what question He will ask us!

The Lord does not need scouts, He needs sowers. 
We have misunderstood our work. He never sent us into 
the world to be His scouts just looking out for receptive 
people. How can we really know the hearts of others? We 
can only look at the outward appearance, and only the 
Lord can know the hearts of those around us. We must 
forever remove from our vocabulary the phrase, “I 
cannot find anyone to teach,” which means that we cannot 
find anyone who we think might respond favorably to our 
approach. It is far better to see all hearts as soils worthy 
of the gospel. We can never say, “I cannot find anyone in 
whose lives I can sow the seed.” They are all around us! 
Hearts like wayside soil, stony ground and thorny ground 
are all around us!



Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested

Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,

Lisa Dukes, Doug Crouse, 
Freddie Callis,  Betty Mosely, 

Teriyaki Anderson, 
James Morris, Troyce Taylor,  

Pearl Johnson, Paula Wadley, 
Judy Ellis, Jerry Crabb, 

Karen Chance, Mary Lewis, 
Roberta Donaldson

Gaylon & Betty Cooper, 
Sammy & Shirley Puckett,

Danny Darnaby

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Shirley Bolin,
Beverly Martindale,

Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 
Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen

Kenton Lancaster, Roger Callis,
Caraline Rogers

Justin Puckett, Ruby Malone,
Jane Washington, Betty Green

Today's Sermons

AM - What Opportunity 
Looks Like
John 4:35

PM - Walk This Way
1 Thessalonians 2:1-13

Happenings

South Jackson

October 26-29

Annual Gospel Meeting
David Powell is our speaker

Potluck Meal will follow Sunday 
AM service

Area Events Posted On the 
bulletin board

Cards to Send

Jerry Crabb
530 North Church Street

Jackson, TN 38301

Gwen Smith
495 Medon Malesus Road

Medon, TN 38356

Weekly Record

6 AM	  	   	          11 
Bible Class                         39/11
AM Worship                         65/6  
PM Worship		        48/9
Wed Bible Study                  45/1 
Contribution                        4085
Budget                                4014



Those Privileged to Serve

Oct 12 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM -J. Butcher, Paul Hatcher

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 
Costel Ghimpu

Opening Prayer: 
Paul Hatcher

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Van McConnell
Communion: Marion Thomas

Contribution:
Jonathan Orr

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Mike Wages
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Ronald Clouse
Communion: Ray Pack

Oct 15 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 
Marion Thomas

Devo - Mike Wages

Oct 19 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM -M. Wages, J. Smith

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 

Charlie Richardson
Opening Prayer: 

Greg Long
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Marion Thomas
Communion: Mike Wages

Contribution:
Ron Clouse

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer:

Paul Hatcher
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Louie LeRoux
Communion: Greg Long

Oct 22 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Greg Long
Devo - Ray Pack

Service Times

Early Worship	                6:00 AM
Gospel of Christ - WBBJ     5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class             9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship         10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship           5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study          6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


