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Do Not Be Frightened!
Jon Mitchell

Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded 

you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you 
may have good success wherever you go. This Book of the 

Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do accord-
ing to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be fright-
ened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.(Joshua 1:7-9)

If Dwight Eisenhower stood in Joshua’s shoes, he would 
have much reason to be afraid.  Cross a body of water that 
separates you from the enemy’s terrain by…asking men 
carrying a box of gold to start to walk into it so that it will turn 
into dry land?? (Josh. 3:1ff)  Attack a walled, fortified city and 
cause its walls to fall down by…marching around it while 
playing music and shouting?? (Josh. 6:1ff)  I wonder how long 
it would have taken FDR to show Eisenhower the door if he 
had proposed similar battle plans for D-Day.  No wonder the 
Bible says Joshua and Israel did these things “by faith” (Heb. 
11:30).

Here’s the thing, friends.  God has not asked us to perform 
miracles today like he did back then…but he HAS told us to 
abide by his Word and not turn from it just as he did with Josh-
ua (Matt. 7:21-27; John 8:31-32; 14:15, 21, 23-24; 15:10, 14; 

SOUTH JACKSON BEACON



Rom. 6:17-18; Heb. 5:9; 1 John 3:24; 5:2-3).  Of 
themselves, his commandments are not hard (1 John 5:3).  
It is not inherently hard to submit to immersion for 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), to treat others as you 
would want to be treated (Matt. 7:12), to continually add 
to your faith the Christian attributes God would have you 
to possess (2 Pet. 1:5-11; Eph. 4:20-5:21), to worship in 
spirit and truth (John 4:24), and to bring the gospel to a 
lost world (Mark 16:15).  However, what often makes them 
hard for us to accomplish as we should is fear and 
discouragement, the very things God told Joshua to avoid.  
Even though what he has told us to do is in itself much 
easier than marching around a walled city expecting it to 
fall with a shout, how often do we find it hard to share the 
gospel because of the fear of persecution?  How often do 
we find it difficult let our light shine in the way in which God 
wants because of dismay and discouragement (assuming 
prideful, stubborn, selfishness is not also a factor)?

What we must remember is that the same God who 
promised to be with Joshua and give him success in his 
endeavors to obey his will is also with us and has given us 
that same promise (Matt. 6:25-34; 28:18-20; Heb. 13:5b-6; 
1 John 4:4).  Not only that, but he has promised us 
continual forgiveness if we become Christians through 
penitent baptism (Acts 2:38; 22:16) and then humbly 
confess and repent of our sins afterwards (1 John 1:7-9; 
Acts 8:22; 2 Cor. 7:9-11).  That means that we have an 
inheritance in eternal Heaven no matter what happens to 
us in this life!  (1 Pet. 1:3-7)  If we make our top priority 
being faithful citizens of his kingdom and being righteous 
in his sight (Matt. 6:33), he will supply for us what we truly 
need both in this life and in the next!  So let’s be strong 
and courageous…for God is with us as we stand for him!



Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested

Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,

Lisa Dukes, Doug Crouse, 
Freddie Callis,  Betty Mosely, 

Teriyaki Anderson, 
James Morris, Andy Vaughn,  

Pearl Johnson, Paula Wadley, 
Judy Ellis, Jerry Crabb, 

Karen Chance, Mary Lewis, 
Roberta Donaldson

Gaylon & Betty Cooper, 
Sammy & Shirley Puckett

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Shirley Bolin,
Beverly Martindale,

Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 
Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen

Kenton Lancaster, Roger Callis,
Caraline Rogers

Justin Puckett, Ruby Malone,
Jane Washington, Betty Green

Today's Sermons

AM - Moments with the Master -  
A Trusting Moment

John 4:1-30

PM - Don't Be Discouraged
Galatian 6:9

Happenings

South Jackson

Today

Men's Business Meeting

August 31

5th Sunday Fellowship Meal

Cards to Send

Shelia Kidder
95 Sugar Creek Drive
Henderson, TN 38340

Gwen Smith
495 Medon Malesus Road

Medon, TN 38356

Weekly Record

6 AM	  	   	            0
Bible Class                           50/8
AM Worship                       83/17
PM Worship		      50/16
Wed Bible Study                  42/0
Contribution                        6294
Budget                                4014



Those Privileged to Serve

Aug 17 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. SMith, M. Wages

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 
Ronald Clouse

Opening Prayer: 
Joe Venable

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Orr

Communion: Jeff Dove
Contribution:

Eddie Anderson

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Mike Wages
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Jerry Butcher
Communion: Greg Long

Aug 13 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Ray Pack
Devo - Mike Wages

Aug 24 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - R. Pack, R. Clouse

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Jerry Butcher

Opening Prayer: 
Jeff Dove

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Mike Wages

Communion: Joe Venable
Contribution:
Louie LeRoux

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer:

Paul Hatcher
Sermon: Singing Night

Closing Prayer: GregLong
Communion: Joe Venable

Aug 13 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Devo - Marion Thomas

Service Times

Early Worship	                6:00 AM
Gospel of Christ - WBBJ     5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class             9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship         10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship           5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study          6:30 PM
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