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By Whose Authority?
Does any Man Change it?

Dan Jenkins

In a previous article we noticed the impact of the question 
the Jewish council asked the apostles in Acts 4. “By what 
power or what name have you done this?” They understood 
that religious acts could not be done without God’s authority. 
Today we make application of this question by asking several 
questions.

The Lord’s Supper

Consider these Biblical facts. (1) The Lord commanded 
observing the Lord’s supper—do this in remembrance of Me. 
(2) The Lord’s supper was given as the primary reason the 
church assembled on the first day of the week—it was even 
placed above the preaching of Paul (Acts 20:7). Paul also 
shows in 1 Cor. 11:29-33 that the first century church came 
together to eat the Lord’s supper, and the Greek and later 
translations show they came together every Sunday (1 Cor. 
16:2).

Now here is the question. Jesus put the weekly Lord’s sup-
per in the church. By whose authority or in what name have 
denominations changed it? Think about this!
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Baptism by Immersion

The Bible clearly shows that in baptism one goes down 
into the water (Acts 8:38) and is baptized. Paul states in 
Romans 6:3-4 that when one is baptized he is buried in the 
water. After baptism he comes up out of the water (Acts 
8:39).

Here is the question. Jesus, the One who has all 
authority, taught that every nation should be baptized 
(Matt. 28:19), and the Bible shows that baptism was a 
complete immersion in water. By whose authority or in 
what name have denominations changed this? Think 
about it!

Baptism Essential to Be Saved

The Bible affirms that for one to be saved he must be 
baptized. The saved person is one who believes and is 
baptized (Mark 16:16), and that in baptism one’s sins 
are washed away (Acts 22:16). Baptism saves us (1 Pet. 
3:21).

Now here is the question. The One who has all authority 
revealed that for one to be saved he must be baptized. By 
whose authority have frail humans changed this and 
substituted a sinner’s prayer in its place? Think about this!

Take this principle and apply it to every doctrine which 
separates one religious body from another. When the 
church was established there were no denominations 
for they all taught what Jesus taught (1 Cor. 1:10; 4:17). 
Denominations would cease to exist if they dealt with this 
question. Jesus taught only one doctrine, and there was 
unity. By whose authority have mortals changed His 
teachings? Think about it!



Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested

Members

Mary Bolen, Luther & Jo Merritt
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Epperson, Sue Harris
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,

Roberta Donaldson, Lisa Dukes,
Doug Crouse, Freddie Callis,

Margie Montgomery, 
Betty Mosely, Teriyaki Anderson
James Morris, Freeman Kidder, 
Andy Vaughn,  Pearl Johnson, 

Paula Wadley, Judy Ellis
Jerry Crabb, Karen Chance, 

Mary Lewis, Roberta Donaldson
Gaylon & Betty Cooper, 

Sammy Puckett

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Shirley Bolin,
Beverly Martindale,

Glenn & Trudy Lovell,
Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 

Brandi Rogers, Corey Allen
Kenton Lancaster, Roger Callis,

Caraline Rogers
Justin Puckett, Ruby Malone,

Jane Washington, Betty Green

Today's Sermons

AM - Change Is Not a 
4 Letter Word
Matthew 18:3

PM -Things That Accomany 
Salvation

Hebrews 6:1-10

Happenings

South Jackson

Today

Men;s Business Meeting

May 24

Ladies Day
See bulletin board for details

Cards to Send

Mary Bolen
802 Oneal Lane

Henderson, TN 38340

Jerry Crabb
530 North Church Street

Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

6 AM	  	   	            8
Bible Class                           45/9
AM Worship                         95/9
PM Worship		      52/12
Wed Bible Study                  45/6
Contribution                        4494
Budget                                4014



Those Privileged to Serve

May 18 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Butcher, P. Hatcher

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 

Jeff Bliss
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Van McConnell 
Communion: Greg Long

Contribution:
Louie Leroux

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Mike Wages
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Jerry Butcher
Communion: Greg Long

May 21 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Greg Long
Devo - Mike Wages

May 25 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Smith, M. Wages

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 

Charlie Richardson
Opening Prayer: 
Marion Thomas

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Jeff Dove 
Communion: Joe Venable

Contribution:
Jeff Bliss

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer:

Paul Hatcher
Sermon: Singing Night

Closing Prayer: Mike Wages
Communion: Joe Venable

May 21 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Devo - Ray Pack

Service Times

Early Worship	                6:00 AM
Gospel of Christ - WBBJ     5:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class             9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship         10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship           5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study          6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


