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Dead Rock or a Living Stone
There is a story, the truthfulness of it cannot be confirmed, that 

illustrates a truth of God taught in both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. The story tells of that time when Solomon was 
building the temple. The Bible says that there were 80,000 
laborers in the mountains who quarried the stones for the 
temple (1 Kings 5:15), and these were then moved to Jerusalem. 
The stones are described as being large (one foundation stone 
has been discovered that was 38’ 9” long and weighed 100 tons), 
costly and hewn to perfection (1 Kings 5:17).

The most remarkable aspect of the building of this magnificent 
building was what happened when stones arrived to be put in 
place. “And the temple…was built with stone finished at the 
quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in 
the temple while it was being built” (1 Kings 6:7).

It is at this point where the unconfirmed story enters. It is said that 
one stone arrived in Jerusalem, and they laid it aside not knowing 
where it was to be placed. In that type of building, the most 
important stone was the one which brought the walls and the roof 
together—called the cornerstone. The story tells of how later they 
could not find it, but eventually found the cornerstone they had 
rejected and laid aside.

Whether that part of the story is true or not has little to do with 
the application made about the place of Jesus in the building of 
God’s new temple, the church. Peter describes Jesus in this way: 
“A living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 
precious” (1 Pet. 2:9). The Old Testament background of this is 
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then quoted by Peter. Isaiah prophesied, “Behold I lay in Zion 
a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on 
Him will by no means be put to shame…the stone which the 
builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone” (1 Pet. 
2:5; Isa. 28:16). The apostle then added to this the words of 
David, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone” (Psa. 118:22).

What does all of this have to do with us in our day. Look 
again at the words of Peter. He calls Jesus the living stone, 
rejected by men. The Jews saw Him as dead, but such was 
far from the truth. Jesus is alive and the chief cornerstone of 
the church.

But there is more, for Peter describes us. “You also, as living 
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). Every time the world looks down on you, 
remember how God honored the rejected Chief Cornerstone. 
We may be rejected by men, but God sees us as the stones 
who make up His holy temple.

Dan Jenkins
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ

West Palm Beach, FL

Today’s Sermons

AM - Let Us Go on to Perfection
Hebrews 6:1-2

PM - If You Would Listen to Me
Psalm 81

Pantry Item

Crushed Pineapple



Congregational News & Notes
Prayer Requested

Members

Harold Davis, Mary Bolen
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Jordan, Fredie Stewart, 
Cindy Kidder, Garmelia Ellis,

Roberta Donaldson, Lisa Dukes,
Doug Crouse, Norma Cogdell

Margie Montgomery, Sue Harris, 
Betty Mosely, Teriyaki Anderson
James Morris, Freeman Kidder, 
Andy Vaughn,  Pearl Johnson, 

Ken & Paula Wadley, 
Clara Williams, Jane Graves 

Charles & Ruby Malone,
Jeff Bliss, Ronald Clouse

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Helen Morris
Beverly Martindale, 

Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 
Jeffrey Smith, Betty Turner,

Shirley Bolin, Brandi Rogers, 
Jeanette Manley, Wayne Warren
Kenton Lancaster, Glenn Lovell,
Marilyn Ferrell, Justin Puckett

Ramona Thurston, April Richey,
Jamie Rushing

New Member Addresses

Chandra & Brooke Mullins
3 Allen Street

Jackson, TN 38301

Zola Johnson
33 Fernlawn Street
Jackson, TN 38301

Happenings

South Jackson

October 16-19

Gospel Meeting with Matt Cook.
Fellowship meal following 

morning services.
Weeknight services will start at 

6:30 PM

There will be no 5th Fellowship 
Meal in October

Area Events

Several are posted on the 
bulletin Board

Cards to Send

Ronald Clouse
190 Mifflin Road

Jackson, TN 38301

Judy Ellis
597 West Forest

Room 115
Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

6 AM              4
Bible Class                           48/4
AM Worship      71/11
PM Worship        42/0
Wed Bible Study                  52/8
Contribution            2334



Those Privileged to Serve

Oct 2 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Butcher, R. Pack

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Costel Gimphu

Opening Prayer: 
Ken Ross

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Paul Hatcher
Communion: Carleton Kidder

Contribution: 
Jonathan Orr

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Jerry Butcher
Communion: Ken Ross

Oct 5 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Devotional: Marion Thomas

Oct 9 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - R. Clouse, P. Hatcher

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Jonathan Orr

Opening Prayer: 
Paul Hatcher

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Joe Venable
Communion: Marion Thomas

Contribution: 
Carleton Kidder

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Ken Ross 
Communion: Ray Pack

Oct 12 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Devotional: Ray Pack

Service Times

Early Worship             6:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class       9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship    10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship     5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study     6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


