
Vol XVI October 1, 2023 No. 40

Boiling Zeal
Dan Jenkins

The words of Paul so vividly describe heaven’s view of how 
we should respond after we have given our lives to God. He 
talks about the fact that Christ “…gave Himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous of good works” (Tit. 
2:14). We are special to Him, and our response is that we 
should work for it with zeal.

The Greek word for zeal is used to describe water that is 
being heated and then reaches the point where it begins 
boiling vigorously. It might have at one time been cold, then it 
became lukewarm but the end result is so obvious to all. It has 
been heated up but now it is boiling over. Paul uses this word 
to describe his devotion to Judaism and then repeatedly used 
it to describe his service to God.

There is no story in the Bible which shows the application 
of this message better than the events which happened early 
in the public life of Jesus. At His first miracle performed in the 
wedding in Cana He said to His mother, “My hour has not yet 
come” (John 2:4), but because of her insistence He began 
displaying His power. Shortly thereafter He was in Jerusalem 
where He manifested exactly who He was and why He came. 
He had obviously come to do what His Father wanted.

Before He came into the world, He knew that He was to be 
given the body of a man, and He knew how He should use that 
body in serving God. He said, “A body You have prepared for 
Me…behold I come to do your will” (Heb. 2:5-9). Jesus was in 
Jerusalem and look at how fervently He used His body.
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He came into the temple and saw what was happening. 
He looked around Him and saw the oxen, sheep, doves 
and the tables of the money changers. What followed had 
to startle those who saw it. Jesus took a whip and drove 
those thieves who had turned a house of prayer into a den 
of thieves. His own disciples did not understand what He 
was doing and why He was doing it. It was only later that 
they remember that prophecy about Jesus, “The zeal for 
Your house has eaten me up” (John 2:14-17). He was 
consumed by what He saw. His “spiritual temperature” 
began to rise, and it then boiled over, leaving behind 
empty “stores” and overturned tables.

Now as you look at Him who has left us the example we 
should follow, look at yourself. What is your “spiritual 
temperature” of service? As you use the body God has 
prepared for you, what is your level of devotion? Think 
about Jesus and how He responded. I am not 
advocating turning over tables, but I urge you to let your 
devotion become more and more fervent as you become 
like Him. What is your “temperature”?

Today’s Sermons

AM - What Is Your Life
James 4:14

PM - Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life
John 11:18-27



Congregational News & Notes

Prayer Requested

Members

Harold Davis, Mary Bolen
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Epperson, 
Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,

Roberta Donaldson, Lisa Dukes,
Doug Crouse, Norma Cogdell

Margie Montgomery, Sue Harris, 
Betty Mosely, Teriyaki Anderson
James Morris, Freeman Kidder, 
Andy Vaughn,  Pearl Johnson, 
Ken & Paula Wadley, Judy Ellis

Phillip Mulins, Jerry Crabb, 
Karen Chance, Mary Lewis, 
Sheila Greer, Helen Morris
Luther Merritt, David Briley,

Gaylon & Betty Cooper

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Shirley Bolin,
Beverly Martindale,

Allen Thompson, Glenn Lovell,
Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 
Brandi Rogers, Marilyn Ferrell,
Jeanette Manley, Corey Allen

Kenton Lancaster, 
Justin Puckett, Ruby Malone,
Margaret Davis, Bryan Norton

Pantry Item

Ramen Noodles

October 29th Speakers

AM - Ken Ross
PM - Joe Venable

Happenings

South Jackson

October 14

Prayer Service for Gospel 
Meeting
9:30 AM

October 15-18

Gospel Meeting with 
David Powell

Cards to Send

Harold Davis
64 Coatsland Drive
Jackson, TN 38301

Andy Vaughn
87 Michelle Lane

Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

6 AM		   	            4
Bible Class                         52/11 
AM Worship                       79/25
PM Worship		        50/0
Wed Bible Study            	    50/14
Contribution	      	      3378



Those Privileged to Serve

Oct 1 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - R. Pack, R. Clouse

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 

Charlie Richardson
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Freeman Kidder
Communion: Greg Long

Contribution: 
Ronald Clouse

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer:

Ken Ross
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Joe Venable
Communion: Greg Long

Sept 27 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 
Marion Thomas

Devo - Ray Pack

Oct 8 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Butcher, P. Hatcher

Lead Singing: JOhn Smith
Read Scripture: 
Costel Ghimphu
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Carleton Kidder
Communion: Joe Venable

Contribution: 
Van McConnell

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wags
Opening Prayer:

Paul Hatcher
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Greg Long
Communion: Joe Venable

Sept 27 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Devo - Mike Wages

Service Times

Early Worship	                6:00 AM
Gospel of Christ - Fox 16    9:30 AM
Sunday Bible Class             9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship         10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship           5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study          6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


