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Hearing or Listening?
The Bible places great emphasis on the importance of 

hearing, using the word “hear” over 500 times. Many times it is 
found in historical references, but when Jesus came He placed 
special emphasis on the way we hear. Since faith comes by 
hearing (Rom. 10:17), it is important that we make sure we 
listen when God’s word is speaking to us, building our faith 
and directing our lives.

It is true that there are at least two levels of hearing. The 
first level is when we are aware that someone is talking and 
while we may hear the words we really are not listening. What 
parents have not said to an older child, “I just told you what I 
wanted you to do—did you not HEAR what I said?”  Obviously, 
the child heard, while at the same time they were not hearing 
what was being said. I wonder if God ever feels this way about 
us?

The importance of hearing on this second level is illustrated 
in the life of Mary as she raised Jesus. When the angel told 
her of the virgin birth, she was “…troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was” (Luke 1:29). 
There was no way she could understand the virgin birth, but 
having heard his words, she simply said, “Let it be to me 
according to your word.”
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Her perplexity is seen again after the shepherds told 
her what had happened to them. “But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She 
was listening on that second level. When she heard young 
Jesus talk about being about His Father’s business, she 
“did not understand the statement when He spoke to 
them…but His mother kept all these things in her heart” 
(Luke 2:50-51). Our relationship with God depends on us, 
even though we might not fully understand, listening so 
intently that His words are kept in our hearts.

Jesus spoke so often about using our ears to hear (Matt. 
13:9; Mark 4:23) and the importance of taking heed to 
what we hear (Mark 4:24). He added more when He spoke 
of the importance of taking heed how we hear (Luke 8:18).  
However, there is one phrase which deserved special 
emphasis. “Let these words sink down into your ears” 
(Luke 9:44). When God speaks, His words must never 
just enter into our ears on that first level. We must let His 
words sink down deep into our ears.

We must do more than read the words of the Bible. We 
must do more than hear words in Bible classes. We must 
do more than just sit and listen to a sermon. Great spiritual 
growth will never happen until we let the messages from 
heaven sink down deep into our ears, and like Mary, keep 
all these things and ponder them in our hearts
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Congregational News & Notes
Prayer Requested

Members

Harold Davis, Mary Bolen
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Jordan, Fredie Stewart, 
Cindy Kidder, Garmelia Ellis,

Roberta Donaldson, Lisa Dukes,
Doug Crouse, Norma Cogdell

Margie Montgomery, Sue Harris, 
Betty Mosely, Teriyaki Anderson
James Morris, Freeman Kidder, 
Andy Vaughn,  Pearl Johnson, 

Ken & Paula Wadley, 
Clara Williams, Jane Graves 

Charles & Ruby Malone,
Jeff Bliss, Ronal Clouse

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Helen Morris
Beverly Martindale, 

Gladys Gowan, Diane Hubbard, 
Jeffrey Smith, Betty Turner,

Shirley Bolin, Brandi Rogers, 
Jeanette Manley, Wayne Warren
Kenton Lancaster, Glenn Lovell,
Marilyn Ferrell, Justin Puckett

Ramona Thurston

Sunday Sermon’s

AM - Taking the Time It Takes to 
Grow Spiritually

Luke 8:14

PM - What is Man?
Psalm 139

Happenings

South Jackson

September 13

Dorcas class begins

September 18

Men’s Business Meeting
Following AM Services

Area Events

Several are posted on the 
bulletin Board

Cards to Send

Kim Ross
41 Denim cove

Jackson, TN 38305

Andy Vaughn
87 Michelle Lane

Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

6 AM			              4
Bible Class                         49/20
AM Worship		      60/21
PM Worship		        44/7
Wed Bible Study                  44/5
Contribution	      	      4001

Pantry Item

Jelly



Those Privileged to Serve

Sept 11 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - R. Pack, J. Smith

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Read Scripture: 

Charlie Richardson
Opening Prayer: 
Carleton Kidder

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Marion Thomas

Communion: Ken Ross
Contribution: 
Jonathan Orr

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Paul Hatcher
Communion: Ray Pack

Sept 14 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Paul Hatcher
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Devotional: Ray Pack

Sept 18 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Butcher, P. Hatcher

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Costel Gimphu

Opening Prayer: 
Marion Thomas

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Carleton Kidder

Communion: Joe Venable
Contribution: 
Jerry Butcher

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Ken Ross
Sermon: Ray Pack

Closing Prayer: Ray Pack
Communion: Joe Venable

Sept 14 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Mike Wages
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Devotional: Marion Thomas

Service Times

Early Worship	             6:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class       9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship    10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship     5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study     6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


