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Entering and Leaving Our Gethsemane
Perhaps as we meditate, we should spend more time with 

Jesus in Gethsemane. On the night of His betrayal, that 
garden was filled with intense emotions. Do not just read 
what happened there but take time to feel the emotions: the 
emotions of the sleeping disciples whom Jesus rebuked; the 
emotions of Judas as he betrayed the Lord; the emotions of 
the mob; the emotions of the disciples as they fled. Above all, 
share in the emotions of Jesus.

They entered Gethsemane, and He left eight apostles and 
took Peter, James and John with Him to another place. These 
three men then saw something they had never seen. Their 
Lord had always seemed so strong and powerful, but now in 
their presence, “He began to be sorrowful and deeply 
distressed” (Matt. 26:37). They saw Him in a way they had 
never seen Him before. They heard Him say, “My soul is 
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch 
with Me.”

He prayed, then He came and found them asleep. He had 
asked them to watch with Him, but they failed. His soul was 
even more burdened, and the Bible described how great this 
burden was. “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. 
Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down 
to the earth” (Luke 22:44). He returned to the three disciples 
and found them asleep. This time he did not wake them to 
share His grief and agony with them. He simply returned for 
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the third time and prayed, “Not My will but Your will be 
done.”

There are at least two ways to look at this simple prayer. 
One could look at it as though the burden was so great, 
He was just ready to quit—the fight was not worth it. He 
was like a frustrated wife or teen who looks at the “master” 
and throws up their hands and says, “Whatever, I quit. You 
win.”

However, this is not where Jesus was when He prayed. It 
is not the prayer of one who had hopelessly fought a losing 
fight, nor one who had no hope and was driven by 
circumstances into surrender. It was a prayer of perfect 
trust. He was talking to His Father He had known eternally. 
It was a prayer from the heart of One who was loved to a 
God who is love. He trusted in God and this changed Him.

Notice how He then changed. The mob arrived; the 
arrest; the mockery of several trials. He entered 
Gethsemane in gloom and left this garden with calm 
assurance. He was a victim, but He understood He was 
a victorious victim. What made that difference? What 
changed a troubled soul in great agony to one of calm 
assurance? It is simple. He talked to the Father. When you 
are in despair and you are almost ready to quit, talk to the 
Father, and His peace will change you and give you the 
victory.
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Prayer Requested

Members

Harold Davis, Mary Bolen
Ron and Nadine McDonald,  

Sandra Jordan, Fredie Stewart, 
Cindy Kidder, Garmelia Ellis,

Roberta Donaldson, Lisa Dukes,
Doug Crouse, Norma Cogdell

Margie Montgomery, Sue Harris, 
Betty Mosely, Teriyaki Anderson
James Morris, Freeman Kidder, 
Andy Vaughn,  Pearl Johnson, 

Ken & Paula Wadley, 
Clara Williams, 

Charles & Ruby Malone

Friends & Family

Horace Yearwood, Trisha Lovell
Beverly Martindale, 
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Shirley Bolin, Brandi Rogers, 
Jeanette Manley, Wayne Warren
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Sunday Sermon’s

AM - Jesus, The Crucified One
John 

PM - Singing Night

Happenings

South Jackson

May 29

5th Sunday Fellowship Meal
We will have AM Worship 

followed by lunch.
Evening Worship will be at 

1:00PM

Area Congregation Events are 
posted on the bulletin board.

Cards to Send

Lisa Dukes
36 Brookfield Drive
Oakfield, TN 38362

Helen Morris
5 Herron Street

Jackson, TN 38301

Weekly Record

6 AM             7
Bible Class                           45/5
AM Worship      64/15
PM Worship        46/8
Wed Bible Study                  47/6
Contribution           2473 

Pantry Item

Green Beans



Those Privileged to Serve

May 22 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - R. Pack, M. Wages

Lead Singing: John Smith
Read Scripture: 
Van McConnell

Opening Prayer: 
Joe Venable

Sermon: Ray Pack
Closing Prayer: Mike Wages

Communion: Joe Venable
Contribution: 

Charlie Richardson

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer: 
Marion Thomas

Sermon: Singing Night
Closing Prayer: Mike Wages

Communion: Joe Venable

May 25 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Devotional: Marion Thomas

May 29 - AM WORSHIP

6 AM - J. Butcher, P. Hatcher

Lead Singing: Ray Pack
Read Scripture: 
Jonathan Orr

Opening Prayer: 
Freeman Kidder

Sermon: Mike Wages
Closing Prayer: Carleton Kidder

Communion: Ken Ross
Contribution: 
Ron Clouse

PM WORSHIP

Lead Singing: John Smith
Opening Prayer: 

Joe Venable
Sermon: Marion Thomas
Closing Prayer: Ray Pack
Communion: Ken Ross

June 1 - WED BIBLE STUDY

Lead Singing: John Smith
Opening Prayer: 

Mike Wages
Devotional: Ray Pack

Service Times

Early Worship             6:00 AM
Sunday Bible Class       9:30 AM
Sunday AM Worship    10:30 AM
Sunday PM Worship     5:00 PM
Midweek Bible Study     6:30 PM

South Jackson Church of Christ
845 Highway 18

Medon, TN
(731) 424-9721

Minister: Ray Pack
rpack119@gmail.com

(731) 437-9501


