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You’re Never Finished Obeying the Gospel 
 
 It is biblical to speak of “obeying the gospel,” although I’m sad to say that the way 
I’ve most often used that phrase is not very biblical. I’ve often said, when someone was 
baptized, “He obeyed the gospel,” as if obeying the gospel was something that was 
accomplished by being baptized. That is not a very biblical way to speak of someone 
“obeying the gospel.” It is so much more than being baptized, because a person is never 
finished obeying the gospel. 
 

What is the Gospel? 
 
 People often say the gospel is “the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.” 1 
Corinthians 15:1-5 is often cited to prove this point. But pay attention to what Paul 
actually says in that passage: 
 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 

in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” 
 
 The word “gospel” means “good tidings” or “good news.” Paul is reminding the 
Corinthians about the Good News he preached to them. He does not say the 
gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, but that these are “of first 
importance” to the gospel message. The death, burial, and resurrection are certainly at 
the heart of the gospel, but it’s not accurate to say “the gospel is the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus.” That is an oversimplification (of which I too am guilty). 
 
 There is a stone in Priene, Turkey on which there is an inscription that dates back to 
9 B.C. The inscription speaks of the birth of Augustus Caesar. It says Augustus is a god 
and the savior of the world. It says his birthday signaled “the beginning of good news for 
the world.” The word used in this inscription for “good news” is the same word the New 
Testament uses about Jesus (euangelion). 
 
 If you really want a summary of the gospel, you might consider a passage like 
Colossians 1:15-20. This is the Good News: 
 

“[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 

might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
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Nov 27th -  MORNING WORSHIP 

6 A.M.  T. Naes, B. Richardson  

 

Announcements:  Jonathan Orr 
 

Lead Singing:  John Smith 

Read Scripture: Ken Ross 

Opening Prayer: Darrell Cunningham 

Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer: Gaylon Cooper 
 

Communion:  

J. Venable, L. Merritt, M. James 

E. Anderson, G. Phifer, A. Vaughn 

 

Greet:  James & Jeanette Morris 

Nursery Att:  A.M.  Panda Green 

                        P.M.  Jeanette Morris 

 

Nov 27th - EVENING WORSHIP 
 

Lead Singing:  Jeff Lewis 

Opening Prayer: Freeman Kidder 

   Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer:  Darrell Cunningham 

Communion: 

Carleton Kidder, Ray Pack 
 

Nov 30th - WED BIBLE STUDY 
 

Lead Singing: Jeff Lewis 

Opening Prayer: Joseph Johnson 

Invitation:  Ken Ross 

Closing Prayer: Marion Thomas 

Dec 4th -  MORNING WORSHIP 

6 A.M.  R. Pack, G. Cooper  

 

Announcements:  Mike Wages 
 

Lead Singing:  John Smith 

Read Scripture: Carleton Kidder 

Opening Prayer: Gaylon Cooper 

Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer: Freeman Kidder 
 

Communion:  

B. Richardson, P. Love, J. Orr 

J. Johnson, C. Richardson, J. Cogdell 

 

Greet:  Billy & Betty Landers 

Nursery Att:  A.M.  Debi Helton 

                        P.M.  Carolyn Callis 

 

Dec 4th - EVENING WORSHIP 
 

Lead Singing:  Mike Wages 

Opening Prayer: Darrell Cunningham 

   Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer:  Jonah Adams 

Communion: 

Joe Venable, Ken Ross 
 

Nov 30th - WED BIBLE STUDY 
 

Lead Singing: Mike Wages 

Opening Prayer: Marion Thomas 

Invitation:  Walt Ferguson 

Closing Prayer: Kenneth Moody 

Minister:  Ray Pack 
Email:  rpack119@gmail.com 

Phone:  731-424-9721 
Cell:  731-437-9501 
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Weekly Record 

 

6 a.m. Worship              7 
Sun. Morning Bible Study            108 
Sunday Morning Worship                146 
Sunday Evening Worship                  74 
Wed. Bible Study              N/A 
Contribution                $ 4505 



 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 

by the blood of his cross.” 
 
 The gospel is the Good News that the Son of God came into the world. While in the 
world, He made peace by the blood of His cross. He was raised from the dead and now He 
rules over all things. The gospel is that Jesus is the victorious Messiah, the Anointed One. 
 
 Yes, the death, burial, and resurrection are at the core of that message, but the 
message is more than just those three things. 
 

Obeying the Gospel 
 
 This brings us back to our question, “What does it mean to obey the gospel?” There are 
three passages that speak of obeying the gospel. Interestingly, all three passages use this 
phrase in a negative sense. They all speak of the Lord punishing those who “do not obey 
the gospel” (see Romans 10:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17). 
 
 Let’s consider one of those passages. In 2 Thessalonians, Paul is writing to the 
suffering church in Thessalonica. He himself had witnessed the resistance to the gospel in 
that city (see Acts 17:1-9). On his second missionary journey, Paul had gone to the 
synagogue in Thessalonica and reasoned with the Jews, saying, “This Jesus, whom I 
proclaim to you, is the Christ” (Acts 17:3). But the Jews stirred up a mob and drug some of 
the disciples before the city officials. 
 
 So when Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he said, “We ourselves boast about you in 
the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the 
afflictions that you are enduring” (2 Thessalonians 1:4). He assured them Jesus would 
settle the score when He returned. Saying, He will return “in flaming fire, inflicting 
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 1:8). 
 
 Paul mentions two groups who will be punished. The first, “those who do not know 
God.” This has reference to, “the Gentiles who do not know God” (1 Thessalonians 4:5). 
And then he mentions, “those who do not obey the gospel our Lord Jesus.” This especially 
refers to the Jews. They were the ones who knew God, in a sense, but were refusing to 
submit themselves to the Good News of Jesus’ kingship. 
 
 In fact, the word “obey” here is a present tense verb in the Greek, which indicates 
ongoing action. Young’s Literal Translation reads, “those not obeying the good news of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Keep Obeying the Gospel 
 
 Obeying the gospel means accepting the fact that all authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to Jesus. It means becoming His disciple. It means being baptized in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It means observing all that He has commanded 
(see Matthew 28:18-20). This was the Good News message the apostles proclaimed to the 
world.  
 
 Obeying the gospel is not something you ever finish doing. The gospel is something 
you are either being obedient to – right now – or you are not. The question isn’t, “Have you 
obeyed the gospel?” But rather, “Are you living in obedience to the gospel?” 
 
             Wes McAdams 
             www.radicallychristian.com 
 
 

 

Congregational News and Notes 

 

 
 
 

Prayer Requested 
 

Bobbie Holder fell last week and 
suffered a broken nose. 

 
Jewel Spinks, sister of Jo Merritt, has 

a bacterial infection. She is in the 
hospital in Birmingham, AL. 

 

Members 
 

Harold and Doris Davis, 
Ron and Nadine McDonald,   

Jean Harber, Rachel Epperson,  
Louise Hopper, Teresa Yearwood, 

Ted Lingren, Fredie Stewart, 
Cindy Kidder, Iva Hopper, 
Bill and Gladys Gowan, 

Teriyaki Anderson, Tom Crow 
 

Friends & Family: 
 

 Horace Yearwood, Loretta Stanfill, 
Sammy Snead, Tim Boyd, 

Teresa Carpenter, Al Stewart, 
Hilda Beats 

 
 

Fruit Baskets 
 

All widows and widowers of the 
congregation will automatically get a 
fruit basket.  If you have someone in 
mind that you think would appreciate 
a fruit basket from South Jackson, 

please turn their name in to the office. 
We will gather on Dec. 3rd at 8:00 AM 

to assemble the baskets.   
 
 

 
 
 

Happenings 
 

South Jackson 
 

12/8 
Adult Holiday Party 

6:30 PM 
 

12/11 
5th Grade and Under Holiday Party 

3:30 PM 
 

Pantry Item 
Cream Corn 

 

Directory Picture and 
Updates 

 
We would like to take pictures for new 

members, along with anyone else 
who wants to change theirs on 

December 4th and 11th. Also if you 
have any changes that need to be 
made, just write it down and give to 

Ray. 
 

New Address 
 

Louise Hopper 
Southern Oaks  

558 White Ave Room C-1 
Henderson, TN 38340 


