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Jesus Doesn’t Judge A Church By Its Size 

Wes McAdams 
 
 The phrase, “Church growth” has become a buzzword in religious circles. 
For many, the size of a church is the primary way to judge its health and 
success. They believe churches should do anything and everything to grow 
their numbers, because size is what matters. But on the other hand, there are 
those who assume a large church indicates compromise and apostasy. Have 
you ever stopped to consider that the New Testament puts very little emphasis 
on congregational size? So why do we emphasize it so much? Maybe it’s time 
to realize that Jesus doesn’t judge a church by its size. 
 

Judging Large Congregations 
 
 Just because a congregation is large does not necessarily mean it is 
healthy, successful, or being blessed by God. There are plenty of churches who 
have gotten large by telling people what they want to hear. Paul told Timothy a 
time would come when people would, “accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own passions” (2 Timothy 4:3). When this happens, we shouldn’t 
assume Jesus is applauding these churches for the fact that they are bursting 
at the seams. 
 When we equate large churches with success, we are often willing to do 
anything it takes to “grow.” We start thinking of the church as a business and 
the community as potential customers. We start catering our “menu of 
ministries” and the way we worship to what people want, all because we judge 
a church by its size. 
 But on the other hand, we must not assume every large church is large 
because they are compromising the truth, entertaining the masses, or not 
teaching sound doctrine. I know several wonderful congregations who have well 
over a thousand members. Sometimes churches have a lot of members 
because they really are reaching a lot of people with the gospel. 
 

Judging Small Congregation 
 
 Just because a congregation is small, does not mean the members don’t 
care about reaching people with the gospel. It does not mean they are “inward 
focused.” It does not mean that church is dying. 
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Nov 6th -  MORNING WORSHIP 

6 A.M.  T, Naes, B. Richardson  

 

Announcements:  Jonathan Orr 
 

Lead Singing:  John Smith 

Read Scripture: Carleton Kidder 

Opening Prayer: Ken Ross 

Sermon:  Mike Wages 

Closing Prayer:  Freeman Kidder 
 

Communion:  

J. Venable, L. Merritt, M. James 

E. Anderson, G. Phifer, A. Vaughn 

 

Greet:  Panda & Nijerika Green 

Nursery Att:  A.M.  Gail Crabb 

                        P.M.  Faye Venable 

 

Nov 6th - EVENING WORSHIP 
 

Lead Singing:  Mike Wages 

Opening Prayer: Darrell Cunningham 

   Sermon:  Joe Venable 

Closing Prayer:  Jeff Lewis 

Communion: 

Carleton Kidder, Ray Pack 
 

Nov 9th - WED BIBLE STUDY 
 

Lead Singing: Mike Wages 

Opening Prayer: Marion Thomas 

Invitation:  Mike Wages 

Closing Prayer: Ray Pack 

Nov 13th -  MORNING WORSHIP 

6 A.M.  R. Pack, G Cooper  

 

Announcements:  Jonathan Orr 
 

Lead Singing:  John Smith 

Read Scripture: Costel Gimphu 

Opening Prayer: Joseph Johnson 

Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer: Carleton Kidder 
 

Communion:  

J. Venable, L. Merritt, M. James 

E. Anderson, G. Phifer, A. Vaughn 

 

Greet:  Freeman & Sheila Kidder 

Nursery Att:  A.M.  Reba Donaldson 

                        P.M.  Leah Wages 

 

Nov 13th - EVENING WORSHIP 
 

Lead Singing:  Marion Thomas 

Opening Prayer: Eddie Anderson 

   Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer:  Ken Ross 

Communion: 

Carleton Kidder, Ray Pack 
 

Nov 16th - WED BIBLE STUDY 
 

Lead Singing: Marion Thomas 

Opening Prayer: Joe Venable 

Invitation:  Darrell Cuningham 

Closing Prayer: Jonah Adams 

Minister:  Ray Pack 
Email:  rpack119@gmail.com 

Phone:  731-424-9721 
Cell:  731-437-9501 

South Jackson Church of  Christ 

845 Hwy 18 

Medon, TN 38356 

www. southjacksonchurchofchrist.org 

(731) 424-9721 

Weekly Record 

 

6 a.m. Worship            12 
Sun. Morning Bible Study              89 
Sunday Morning Worship                126 
Sunday Evening Worship                  95 
Wed. Bible Study                98 
Contribution                $ 4710 



 
 
 
 
 
 Many Christians get discouraged with their smaller congregations, or refuse to 
place membership in smaller congregations, because they have preconceived 
ideas about there being something wrong with small congregations. There is 
nothing wrong with a small congregation. Jesus loves small congregations too. 
But on the other hand, there are those who equate small with faithful. Or they 
equate small with friendly and close-knit. Just because a congregation is small 
does not mean it is a faithful congregation or that it is a loving close-knit family. 
Sometimes the stereotypes are true. Sometimes a congregation is small because 
the members are doing nothing to reach people with the gospel. 
 

How Jesus Judges a Congregation 
 
 When we learn to see the church the way Jesus sees the church, we will stop 
judging congregations based on size. We will start to understand that Jesus’ 
criteria for being a successful congregation is far less quantifiable than average 
Sunday morning attendance. 
 Jesus judges a church based on whether or not they are “in step with the 
truth of the gospel” (Galatians 2:14). So here are some of the ways you can tell if 
a church is in step with the truth of the gospel: 
 

They are devoted to “the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

They don’t just talk about love; they love people in tangible ways. They sacrifice 
themselves and their belongings for one another (1 John 3:16-18). 

They “continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge His name” (Hebrews 13:15). 

They understand their salvation is a matter of God’s grace and not their own doing, 
so there is absolutely no boasting (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

They walk in the good works God prepared for them to do (Ephesians 2:10). 
They “purge” evil people from their fellowship (1 Corinthians 5:13). 

Their worship assembly is edifying and things are done 
decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14:26-40). 

They are full of humility, gentleness, and patience. 
They bear with one another in love and are eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:2-3). 
Their minds are “on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:2). 
They “walk by faith, not by sight” and make it 

their aim to please the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:7-9). 
 
 These are just a few examples of things the New Testament actually 
emphasizes; numbers are not one of them. Small churches can be pleasing to the 
Lord and large churches can be pleasing to the Lord. Jesus doesn’t judge a church 
by its size…neither should we. 

 

Congregational News and Notes 

 

 
 

Prayer Requested 
 

Tamika Williamson had hip 
replacement surgery on Monday. She 

is at Jackson General in room 491. 
 

Members 
Harold and Doris Davis, 

Ron and Nadine McDonald,   
Jean Harber, Rachel Epperson,  

Louise Hopper, Teresa Yearwood, 
Ted Lingren, Fredie Stewart, 

Cindy Kidder, Iva Hopper, 
Bill and Gladys Gowan, 

Teriyaki Anderson, Tom Crow 
 

Friends & Family: 
 Horace Yearwood, Loretta Stanfill, 

Sammy Snead, Tim Boyd, 
Teresa Carpenter 

 

Cards to Send this Week 
 

Bill Gowan 
Maplewood Healthcare 
100 Cherrywood Drive 

Jackson, TN 38305 
 

Ron & Nadine McDonald 
501 Parkburg Road 
Jackson, TN 38301 

 

New Member Addresses 
 

Jeanne Buford 
322 Walnut Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
 

Jerry Hennings 
212 South Fairground 
Jackson, TN 38301 

 
 

Happenings 
 

South Jackson 
 

11/6 
Forrest Cove Devotional 2:30 PM 

 
11/13 

Youth Devotional following evening 
services 

 
11/14 

Men’s Devotional 
7 PM at the home of Chip Thomas 

 

FHU Student Series 
 

11/9 
Kenneth Moody 

God is… Forgiving 
 

Pantry Item 
Canned Tuna or Chicken 

 

Website Update 
 

Brother Ray is currently working on 
updating the church website. It is 

always a work in progress. He asks 
that if you have some favorite Bilbe 
links, that you write them down and 
he will possibly include them on the 

site. Checkout the new look at: 
 

www.southjacksonchurchofchrist.org 
 
 
 


