
 
Those Privileged to Serve 

 
 

 

Country Club Church 
 
 They had works. They labored. They showed patience. They could not bear 
those who were evil. They were able to detect false teachers. They 
demonstrated perseverance. They labored for the name of Christ and had not 
become weary. And yet, according to Jesus Christ—the Great Physician, Who 
is able to accurately diagnose the heart, this group of Christians in Ephesus 
had left their first love. 
 
 What treatment plan did Jesus give this group of people? He first told them 
to “remember from where you have fallen.” In other words, reflect back to why 
they came together—go back and look at what your original priorities were. 
Spend time reflecting on the true mission of the church. Then He commands 
them, “repent.” Too often, Christians who have been baptized look at the word 
“repentance” as a step of salvation. Yet, Jesus here was addressing 
Christians—telling this sick church that if it wanted to get better then they 
needed to repent. Lastly, He tells them to do the first works. This group of 
people was busy working and laboring, but they had moved away from the 
things that were truly important. 
 
 The Great Physician then revealed what their fate would be if they did not 
follow his medical treatment: “or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you repent” (Revelation 2:5Open in Logos 
Bible Software (if available)). 
 
 I suspect this exact same diagnosis could be given to hundreds of 
congregations across our nation today. We are busy with works. We are 
laboring. We don’t bear with those who are evil. We can identify false teachers. 
And yet, we have left our first love. Our focus is no longer on Christ and what 
He has done for us, but rather, our focus is on the next big program or event—
in order to please the masses and get numbers up. We’ve detached ourselves 
so far away from our sin that we don’t spend much time actually reflecting on 
where we would be without Christ and the cross. 
 
 What many modern congregations have actually done is created vast 
“social clubs” or “country clubs” full of people who want to be surrounded by 
moral people of the same socio-economic status. We want to feel like we are 
doing good, involved in lots of works, and have someone to go to lunch with on 
Sunday. Sure we love God, but deep down we have grown comfortable. We 
have built massive buildings, all the while we are surrounded by thousands who  
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July 16th -  MORNING WORSHIP 

6 A.M. B. Richardson, M. Wages 
 

Announcements:  Jeff Lewis 
 

Lead Singing:  Mike Wages 

Read Scripture: Walt Ferguson 

Opening Prayer: Joe Venable 

Sermon:  Ray Pack 

Closing Prayer: Darrell Cunningham 
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are lost and hurting—yet, these people will never hear the Gospel because our 
social club is too busy with internal programs. Our mentality has become, “We will 
build bigger buildings and they will come to us.” 
 
 Don’t believe me? Take a moment to consider how much time, energy, 
sacrifice, and money are spent actually going out into your local community. Now 
compare that to how much time, energy, sacrifice, and money are spent on 
“internal” programs—programs for people who already know about the saving 
blood of Christ. We wave the banner of “edification” broadly, as justification for 
these programs, but the reality is in most cases these programs are simply tools 
that keep the church convinced they are busy and active. A serious look reveals a 
much deeper problem—Christians who have lost their first love, and no longer 
desire to “go” and reach the lost. 
 
 I have probably heard every excuse in the book: “Door knocking doesn’t work 
anymore.” “We don’t think advertising in the local paper will work.” “We don’t really 
know how to reach the lost in this technological age.” Etc. So instead of trying 
something, we add a few more internal programs and comfort our guilty 
consciousness. Or maybe we justify it by saying: “We stream or record our 
services for everyone on the internet” as if there are thousands of people sitting by 
their computers or televisions who will stumble across our site with the intention of 
learning the Truth. 
 
 Yes, in too many cases we have become country club churches. It’s with tears 
in my eyes that I point out this truth. I love the church. I love the people who make 
up the church. But the truth is we are comfortable. We are busy in the building. But 
we are about to have our lampstand removed. It is time leaders and members 
repent and get busy doing what God really expects us to do. It is time we return to 
our first love. It is time we get out of our comfort zones and do the hard things. 
 
 As for me and my house? We’re tired of social club church. We desperately 
want to serve. We want leaders to blaze a trail into our community. We want to 
stop wasting money on frivolous internal programs. We want to roll up our sleeves 
and get our hands dirty. We want the waters in our baptistery to be rippling every 
week—rather than growing stagnant. We want to return to our first love. And that, 
my friend, is what we shall do. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord . 
 
               Brad Harrub 
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Prayer Requested 
 

Members 
 

Harold and Doris Davis, 
Ron and Nadine McDonald,   

Jean Harber, Rachel Epperson,  
Ted Lingren, Billy Landers, 

Fredie Stewart, Cindy Kidder,  
Iva Hopper, Tom Crow, 
Bill and Gladys Gowan, 

Freeman Kidder, Doug Crouse, 
Shirley Puckett, Margie Montgomery, 
Margie Whitehead, Sandra Jordan, 

Andy Vaughn, Betty Cooper,  
Helen Avent, Louise Buck, 

Gwen Smith, Jorita Richardson 
 

Friends & Family: 
 

 Horace Yearwood, Tim Boyd, 
Al Stewart, Ruth Cox, 

Judy Jennings, Raymond Cagle, 
Beverly Martindale, Rosie Love, 

Bethany Tims 
 

Cards to Send This Week 
 

Mary Bolen 
802 O’Neal Lane 

Henderson, TN, TN 38340 
 

Jerry Crabb 
520 North Church Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
 

Betty Mosely 
635 Old Denmark Road 

Jackson, TN 38301 

 
 

Happenings 
 

South Jackson 
 

7/16 
 

Men’s Business Meeting at 3:30 Pm 
 

7/23 
 

Forrest Cove Devotional at 2:30 PM 
 

7/30 
 

5th Sunday Fellowship Meal 
 

Area Events 
 

Numerous area events are posted on 
the bulletin board. 

 

Pantry Item 
Canned Whole Kernel Corn 

Sunday Sermons 
 

AM - Messages of the Cross - 1 Corinthians 1:19-21 
PM - Carry Your Cross - Luke 14:27 


